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What best describes your current role?

* Student

* Research

Who's in the

* Government

Zoom Room? » Community/Not-for-Profit Organization
* Indigenous Organization

* Private Sector

* Other




Who's in the

/oom Room?

/ How would you rate your knowledge about\
distinctions-based health impact assessment?

1 (not at all familiar) 5 (very familiar)

o /




Outline

1. Health Impact Assessment: Context and key concepts
2. Understanding 'Health': Indigenous models of well-being

3. Distinctions-based HIA in practice
o How does the process change?
o How do you work with community?
o Why does it matter?

.. Conclusion

5. Question period



What s H ea|th Comprehensive and systematic approach that
emphasizes equity in the distribution of health effects
Impact

Assessment
(HIA)?




International Association for Impact Assessment’s

Guiding Principles for HIA

Stakeholder
participation

|AIA: global network of researchers, practitioners, and knowledge users of impact assessment
* Provides training, best practices, and resources for different types of impact assessments

* Includes an Indigenous Peoples Section and Health Section

* |AlA.org




Previous

publications:
NCCIH.ca

Health Impact Assessment
Webinar Series:

1. January: What is
Indigenous-specific HIA?

2. February: What does
meaningful engagement
mean?

3.  March: How are Indigenous
values considered in Impact
Assessments?

INDIGENOUS HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT!
s;-*mg'wum

m Virpor bovmmas
“(“

Wd

Natonal Colatoratng Cortre Cortro 08 colatoramson netonako
R e o B e

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGES) AND PUBLIC HEALTH
e e



What is the existing base of evidence on Indigenous
participation in |A processes?

Published
guidelines
and tools

Canadian P_eer-
and reviewed

international and grey
sources literature




A Guideline for Conducting Health

| Free online course o i
FIRSTNATIONS nHealth Impact ALy o
COALITION Assessment (HIA) -

Key Considerations
and Principles

Register!
ncchppcalhia
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Key Resources for How-to HIA



Recommended HIA Best Practices

Determine
potential Assess impacts
Be Indigenous- impacts based relative to
I(-'?d on community- community-
specific models specific baseline
of health and health data
well-being
Enhance
lationshi
P relationships
Indigenous aLiE
Prioritize . nCige communication
, jurisdiction over
cumulative : between
Indigenous ,
effects Indigenous
knowledge
Peoples,
systems
government,

and industry

Draw on
Indigenous
value-based

methodologies

Integrate
culturally-
relevant
gender-based
analysis and
equity
considerations
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What does 'health'
mean in Health Impact
Assessment?

And who defines it?




Food Safety Noise Pollution F
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Socioeconomic & :
Political Context v N
Governance —+ Material Circumstances : “

Socioeconomic Position

(Living and Working
Conditions, Food Impacton
Availability, etc.) Equity in

Macroeconomic «
Policies

Social Class

Gender

Ethnieity (racism) Biological Factors Well-Being

Social Policies

Labour Market, «

! —+ Psychosocial Factors 4
Housing, Land :

A

< >

-+ Behaviours & 1 ; ' Health &

Societal Values

|

Education .

e re e re Public Policies -
Education, Health, F Y =

N O Social Protection Occupation : : : .
W 3 T : L .

" E N " [ (] =

Culture and Income : : seascacap| HealthSystem pummmn

Intermediary Determinants
Social Determinants
of Health

Structural Determinants

Social Determinants of Health Inequities

Commission on Social Determinants of Health (2008). Closing the gap in a generation: health equity through
action on the social determinants of health. Final Report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health.
Geneva: World Health Organization.




Loppie, C., & Wien, F. (2022).
Understanding Indigenous health
inequalities through a social
determinants model. National
Collaborating Centre for Indigenous
Health.

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ HEALTH

- Health Activities

- Geophysical
Environments

- Employment
and Income

- Education

- Food Insecurity

- Systems

- Community
Infrastructure,
Resources and
Capacities

- Environmental
Stewardship

- Cultural Resurgence

® Colonial
Ideologies

e Colonial
Governance

® |ndigenous
Self-Determination

Stem
Determinants

Core
Determinants

ROOL
Deteiminanis

© 2021 Charlotte Loppie
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- Distinctions-based Indigenous health frameworks

* Recognize the unique determinants of health at the Nation,
Inuit region, and community levels

- Emphasize place-based context and the role of history,
geography, culture, and spirituality in shaping well-being

Where We Are

: - Uphold community-specific relationships to land/territory
GO'”g o and related responsibilities, values, knowledge, and protocols

* Include Gender, 2SLGBTQQIA+, diverse abilities, and urban
contexts

* Highlight community timeframes and the interconnections of
past, present, and future impacts

16
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Ex. GBA+ Métis-
specific Model

Les Femmes Michif Otipemisiwak
(LFMO). (2019). National Métis
Women’s Forum 2019: Métis-specific
gender based analysis plus (GBA +)
tool. Women of the Métis Nation.

Economy Government
Nation to Nation Community Infrastructure,
Relationships \ y Resources & Capacities
Colonization \:» : P C Mértis Land
I'-“ | Health & Educational Systems
v [

Laws & Justice System

Racism, Social Exclusion Métis Rights
& Marginalization

Elders, Knowledge Keepers
& Intergenerational
Relationships
Traditions & Teachings
Harvesting & Hunting
Traditional Roles
Respect for all Language
'Living Things' Ancestors

& Land

Cultyra] strengt™® 18



Ex. Nunavik's 1Ql
Model of Health

Fletcher, C., Riva, M., Lyonnais, M-C,,
Saunders, I, Baron, A., Lynch, M., &
Baron, M. (2021). Definition of an
Inuit cultural model and social
determinants of health for Nunavik:
Community component. Nunavik

Inuit Health Survey 2017.
Qanuvilirpitaa? How are we now?
Nunavik Regional Board of Health
and Social Services (NRBHSS) &
Institut national de santé publique du
Québec (INSPQ).
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Determinants

COMMUNITY

Sub-themes

Ways of
living together

Altruism

Awareness

Items

Expectations

Inclusion and
rehabilitation

Imtergenerational link

Involvement

Recognition

Respect

Social support

Communication

Elders

Qutsiders

Wisiting and gathering

Feeling safe
in the community

Infrastructure

Housing

Building
infrastructure

Accessibility

Municipal services
and functioning

Sense of home

Leisure activities,
sports and recreation

Structure

Justice

FAMILY

Sense of family

Harmony

Adoption

Raising children,
parenting

Grandparents

Roles within
the household

Extended family
connections
and rmobility

IDENTITY

Childhood and
youth experience

Connection
to culture

Cultural activities

Impacts of
spouthem culture

Language

Sharing

Pride
Harvesting

Food quality,
adequacy
and quantity

Food preferences

Food regulations

Accessibility

Land as healing

Taking care
of the land

Outdoor activities

Safety and security

Search and rescue

Practices

Knowledge

KNOWLEDGE

Leadership

Governance

Ermpowerrnent

Inter-agency
collaboration

Education

Skills developrnent

Schooling

Administrative
knowledge

Making a
living,/ providing

Job opportunities

Work (ethic, conditions,
competences)

Local and regional
development

Access to goods

Cost of living

Expertise

Funding

SERVICES

Health services

Mental health services

Physical health services

Comrnunity health initiatives and sustainability

Trauma and healing

Acknowledgment

Coping

Cultural safety

Faith

Grieving

Harm and self-harm

Healing services

Intergenerational
traurmna

Murturing

Readiness




Ex. Mi'kmag
Community-

Specific Models

Mi'kma’ki

Epekwitk aq Piktuk Unama'ki ag

Ktagmkuk

e [ ckikewa'kik
e Sipekne’katik

https://mikmaki-energy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/image_mikmaki2.webp



ASE'K-THE
OTHER ROOM




(Sou rce: https://signalhfx.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/lagoonlarge-990x559.jpg)



What do community-
specific health models
mean for doing HIA?




Piktukowaq Environmental Health Interpretive Framework

Aljeuone|ay

4 Kisu’It melkiko’tin:
The place of

creation: Nature.

¢ 1

Netukulimk: ;
Values and norms for W\ gl,kr uir/
being on the land. -

Relationality

.Y

K

gt

Weji-sqalia’timk:
Where we sprouted
from - rooted in the

landscape.

“9

Tlilnuo’ lti'k:
How we will be

Mi’kmag.

) ) . Figure 5
Figure 3.1 - Piktukowaq Ways of Being, Piktukowaq ways of being as relationships are severed.
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The Steps of

HIA

Baseline
definition

Scoping N
\ |
aslr:sz;int Reporting ~ —
v

Implementation
and monitoring

26



The Steps of

Distinctions-
Based HIA

|
v
|
v
I

Implementation
and monitoring
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Scoping and
Defining a Baseline

Which communities may be
affected?

What are community-specific
impact pathways?

Which community-level data are
available?




Assessing Potential
Impacts

Characterizing effects
Prioritizing potential impacts
Highlighting equity

Defining significance:
Mi'kmagq of Nova Scotia

Standards or Thresholds for
Determination of Significance



Implementation
and Monitoring

Source: https://signalhfx.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2017/og9/lagoonlarge-

990X559.jpg



Supporting community leadership and
authority

Working WITH

Building relationships: Honesty and

Community in trust for the long-term

HIA




Vetting HIA practitioners and
health researchers

Asking for the time and/or
resources required

Leading HIA




A
Distinctions-
Based Process
In Fort
Chipewyan

Treatv 6, 1876

© Native Land Digital © Mapbox © OpenStreetMap



1. Supports for HIA practitioners
* What do they need?

* Who has been vetted by community and already knows how to do
this work?

2. Distinctions-based resources and tools

A Few * For proponents on how to support HIA based on the expectations,
best practices, and recommendations of communities

* For proponents and government on how to appropriately review and

Recommendations

Moving Forwa I’d assess distinctions-based HIA

* To guide communities in developing their own HIA laws, models,
and processes

* To support communities with measurement techniques to assess
and determine the significance of effects based on local values

3. Forums to share experiences across communities

34



We'la’lioq

Thank you

Please visit the NCCIH website to access:
1. Literature review report
2. Complete HIA webinar series



Questions?
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